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January 17, 1961 – Outgoing President Dwight Eisenhower – “ In the councils of 
government, we must guard against the acquisiCon of unwarranted influence, whether 
sought or unsought, by the military-industrial complex. The potenCal for the disastrous 
rise of misplaced power exists and will persist.” 

Maybe it started with Billy Mitchell. Then there was the riN between the black and 
brown shoes over aviaCon. Then the “Revolt of the Admirals” in 1949. Technology was 
moving faster than thought. ANer President’s Reagan 600 ship fleet and the end of the 
Cold War, Cmes changed swiNly. Missile warfare changed naval thinking. By 2000, naval 
strategy wandered through various scenarios. Somewhere along the way – the LCS was 
born. It was not preZy.  

Two hull variaCons – two builders – unproven and unavailable technology. Lots of 
promises – lots of failures. But, driven by appropriaCon dollars – keep building clunkers. 

The process conCnues and sCll fails – see “BOONDOGGLE” 

hZps://www.propublica.org/arCcle/how-navy-spent-billions-liZoral-combat-ship 

K E Y 	 T A K E AWA Y S  

• One	Navy	secretary	and	his	allies	in	Congress	fought	to	build	more	littoral	

combat	ships	even	as	they	broke	down	at	sea	and	their	weapons	systems	failed.	

The	Navy	wound	up	with	more	ships	than	it	wanted,	at	an	estimated	lifetime	

cost	that	could	reach	$100	billion	or	more.	

• The	Navy’s	haste	to	deliver	ships	took	precedence	over	combat	ability.	Without	

functioning	weapons	systems,	the	vessels	are	like	a	“box	floating	in	the	ocean,”	

one	former	officer	said.	

• Sailors	and	officers	complained	they	spent	more	time	fixing	the	ships	than	

sailing	them.	The	stress	led	many	to	seek	mental	health	care.	

• Top	Navy	commanders	placed	pressure	on	subordinates	to	sail	the	ships	even	

when	the	crews	and	vessels	were	not	fully	prepared	to	go	to	sea.	

• 	

• Several	major	breakdowns	in	2016	exposed	the	limits	of	the	ships	and	their	

crews,	each	adding	fresh	embarrassment	to	a	program	meant	to	propel	the	

Navy	into	a	more	technologically	advanced	future.	

The following list will track the conCnuing happenings. 



 


