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parformancs and combal sysdams. The
tenth  ship of the Vignia-class,
Minnegotn 5 schaduled 1o be delivaned
spproximately cne year aasiier than is
comiract defivery date. Starting in August
of 2008 with USS Now Hampshine (S5H
TTH), the last fwa boals hawve basn
delvered eardy, and all \Viginis-class
sulbmarines cumenty under constnuction
are scheduled to ba delvemrd phor 1o
tair conbract dedvery dates.  Minnesota
s commandad by Crdr. John Fanched,
& native of Hammond, Ind., st reflechad
o the transfommatsn he has ssen with
nés crew froen indial corstnaction of the
aflpck  submaring o D racanl
complation of sea tials, 7 could mol ba
more proud of the crew. The evenls
requisad during eaa irials are some of the
mipsl dpmandng [aEks 8 submading can
b asked sakdd Fancher “AI  pur
peeparation and training realy paki off, |
also  cannot ahout the
support from e antire Sea Trials Team.
Thedr insight and expeisnce was vital 1o
Mirnescla's sucosss® Capt Dawvid
Gogging,  Wieginia Class  Program
Manager refiecied on the completon of
thea Alpha ard Brave Sas Trak. “PCU
Mirneacda's successhd rum  through
Alpha snd Bravo Trials & ndicatve of

ion of tha crew
and gur Nawyishipbuilding team,” saed
Gogoine,  Minnesols  continues e
‘Wirginda Class' trend of delivaring these
outstanding asseés 1o the flest eary o
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Firigl lift of the lasl ssction of the ax-LSS
Guarian was on 20 March 2013 by MY
Jascon 25 and placed aboard Barge
SEABRIDGE, The ship was officaly
decommissioned and sinack from the
Mavy regster (WWR) on 15 February

2013,
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