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Decatur Chapter #4 Sponsors
USCS Regional Spring
Coverfest

We are hosting a USCS
Regional Spring Coverfest at
PNSE.

Date: April 5, 6, and 7",

Locaton:  Philadelphia Malonal
Stamp Exhibition in Oaks, PA at the
Expo Center.

We will hawe a hospatality room for
USCS members on Friday and
Salurday evenings al a near-by
hotel, The Homewood Suites in
Audubon, PA We will also have a
fable at the show. | have asked Paul
and Becky Huber “Fairwinds®, to
atlend and Doug Weisz i also a
regular a1 the show as well as
Geezer's Tweezers (Dr. Phil Sager)
another USCS member and dealer
will all have lots of naval covers, Will
you be there?

Hews Flash: USPS will hold a
First Day Ceremony ay PNSE for
the Flower Seed Packet pane. on
Apr. 5.
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USN - reef misplaced?
€ iDenia L Bryand - Janusy 3013
Hedmdrbupon permetied with pfmboton

The US Navy issued a news
release slating that the
investigation to assess the
circumsiances surrounding the
USS Guardian (MCM 5

Philippine waters will include
information on faully nawvigation
charl data that misplaced the
location of Tubbataha Reef.
Guardian remains aground on
the reef. Salvage operations
and investigation into the cause

of the grounding continue,
=T =

e e Tt

LSS Guardian hard aground on reel
Meanwhile, the Mavy expressed
itz regret for the grounding and
emphasized its cooperation with
the Philippine government in the
response effort. (1M18/M13).

grounding thal occurred in

Uuss Guardian MCM-5
Grounding Investigation To
Include Faulty Chart Data

Fogys LS, Pl Fla Pubke AR
Posied January 10, 2011

WSS Guardian in balier tmes
FEARL HARBOR, Hawaii - A

U5, MNavy investigation to
ASSESS the circumstances
surrounding the USS Guardian
(MCM 5 grounding  that
occurred in Philippine waters will
include information on faulty
digital navigation chart data that
misplaced the Ilocation of
Tubbataha Reef. On Friday, the
U.S.  National Geospatial-
Intelligence Agency  (NGA)
provided the Nawy preliminary
findings of a review on Digital
Mautical Charis (DNC) that
contain  inaccurate nawvigation
data and may have been a factor
in the Guardian grounding that
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occurred in the Sulu Sea on Jan.
17 Philippine time. MGA has
reviewed dala from more than
150,000 square nautical milas in
the surrounding area and found
no additional errors. Since DNC
mapping iz wused for safe
navigation by Guardian and
other U.S. Navy ships, Navigator
of the Mavy Rear Adm. Jonathan
White on Friday released
precautionary guidance o all
Fleet and ship commanders.
White's message states, "initial
review of navigation data
indicates an error in the location
of Tubbataha Reef” on the digital
map. "While the ermonecus
navigation charl dala s
important  information, ne one
should jump to conclusions,."
said U5 Pacific  Flest
spokesman Capl. Darryn James,
U.S. Tth Fleet ships are on
scene along with several support
wassels to conduct salvage
operalions that minimize
environmental effects to the reel.

Guardion dismantling undersay in March
Bloggers contend:

Some bloggers have posted
opinions that officials of fhe
national parks system of the
Philippines Government radioed
the USS Guardian MCM-5 lo
change course to avoid the reaf.
Tha bloggers contend that the
Caplain of the wessel, LCDR
Mark Rice ignored the waming
and was heading to a location
near the reef so crew members

could enjoy R&R on the reefl. The
above was posted on Stars and Stmpes.

Check oul the naval iterms on eBay. Proceads go 1o Decatur Chapler, Seller: CGCOVERGLY
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