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Ex-shipyard worker pleads guilty to
setting fire aboard nuchear submarine dry
docked in Maine

PORTLANMD, Maine — A former
shipyard worker who set a fire that
caused about $450 millon m
damage o a nuclear-powered
submarine pleaded quilty Thursday
under an agreement thal could send
him I prison for neardy 20 vears
Casey James Fury admitied setting
the fire inside the sub on May 23, as
well as a second fire outside the sub
on June 16 The defense and
proseculors agreed fo recommend a
senlence  thal ranges roughly
between 15 years and 19 years. The
Maval Criminal Investigative Semnice
said Fury, a painter and sandblaster,
confessed 1o setting the fires to gel
oul of work. The 24-year-odd Fury,
formery of Pordsmouth, MNH.,
pleaded guilty 1o o counts of arson
in U5, District Courl. it took more
than 100 firefighters lo sawve Ihe
LSS Miami after the fire quickly
spread thraugh farward
compariments while the sub was in
dry dock al Porsmouth MNaval
Shipyard in Kitlery, Maine, Seven
pecple were hurl while putting it out,
fhe Mawvy has said The Mavy
interds 1o repair the Los Angebes-
class attack sub, which is based in
Grolon, Conn, with a goal of
returning it to sea in 2015, Federal
proseculors said the plea agreement
fakes inlo account a number of
factors, including Fury's lack of a
criminal record and the fact he
probably never envisioned such
catastrophic damage when he sel a
small fire on a bunk, as well as the
seripusness of the cime and the
extensive damage o the submarine
.5, District Judge George Singal
isn't bound by the plea agreement
But if he imposes a sentence
greater than 235 months (aboul 19

415 Moyer Road
Souderion, PA 1B564-2319

112 years), then Fury would

allowed to withdraw his guilty pleas.
The fire cavsed heavy damage to
forward compartments  including
fiving quarters. a command and
control center, and the lorpedo
room. it did nol reach the rear of the
submaring, ‘where the nuclear
propulsion components are located.
All weapons had been removed
from the submarne during the
overhaul, Two crew members, three
shipyard firefighters and two civilian
firefighlers were hurt as they fought
the blare, the MNavy said. US.
Attomey Thomas Delahanty Il said
the firefighters and the submarine
crew were pul im oan  extremely
dangerows sifuation, with heavy
smoke and extreme heat. “There
ware physical and emotional injuries
to ... firsl-responders who nsked
thiesr lives going into what had to be
the equivalent of a roarng blast
fumace.” he iold reporters at a news
conference. Fury lold the NCIS that
he set the fires becavse he was
feeling anwiety and wanied fo go
home, according 10 proseculons.
The second fire, on June 16, was
sl oulside the submanne and was
quickly doused with no damage. The
submanne was undergoing a8 20-
month overhaul and about 50 sailors
and shipyard workers were onboard
when the first fire stared. The
damage was so severe thal there
was speculation thal the sub would
have to be scrapped. But the Navy
sakd is fesis mdicated thal fire didn't
damage the hull, which must
withsland extreme préssure as the
vessel fravels deep undensater. An
earbier estimate pul the damage Io
the 22-year-obd submanmne at $400
miicn. Mavy Adm.  Jonathan
Greenen, cheel of Naval operations,
sard the Mavy 5 confident the Miami
can be returmed to service for 3450
milion, plus-or-minus 550 malion.
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The International Tribunal on the
Law of the Sea (ITLOS) issued a
press release slating on 15
December 2012 thal, in the dispute
between Argentina and Ghana owear
the detention by Ghana of the
Argentingean  sail-training  vessel
(frigate) ARA Liberfad, the tribunal
determined thal the wvessel is a
warship of Argentinag and, as such,
enjoys immumity from foreign pudscaal
process, Ghana has been directed
to forthwith and wnconditionally
release fhe wessel, Argentina v,
Ghana.

Argentine Navy sail training
vessel detained in Ghana

ARA Liberad was held in Ghana
due to & lean filed against the
Argentne Govermnmeni, for bonds
that went bad, A US investment fund
suffered a loss from their purchase
of Argentine bonds, thus their quest
for the lien on Argenting assets.
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While the proposed postmarks have
een submitied, walch the Postal
Bulletin to see of ihey are approved,
All designed by a combined effort of
Woligng Hechler and  Greg
Cialshalski.

Check out the naval items on ¢Bay, Proceeds go to Decatur Chapler, Scller; CGUOVERGUY
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