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US responds to lranian threat
to block the Strait of Hormuz
by sending mine-clearing
drones, according to ‘LA

The Mryy's SaaF o Mang Roshong cronsg
The hrst drones began afriving in
rscent webks ot the lates! round of
negotiabons with Iran ower s

Bppoared 4] have slalied
On Saturday, a US navy ship that
s e slated for
decommessioning was sent inslead
mmﬁdmmmmmw
operaions, the IS Fifth Fleet based
i Bahwain said. in the labest mave in
a gradual US build-up as tensions
with lran smoulder. The she was
the USS Ponce (AFSE(N-15). Four
US minesweecpers amved n the
Gull iast month (o bolsier the Filth

Fleet and enswve the safety of
chipping rfukes 0 a walerway
through which 40 percent of the
workd's geaboms ol exports flow.
Tenssns have simmened in the Guif
with big-power diplomacy [0 ease
the nuclear dspute at an iImpasse
and lsrael renewing veiled threats to
attack Iranian atomec sites from the
air if sanctions and negobations fad
1o curb lran's nuclear advances

(55 Poow AFSEIFYS after  comveimen
A siring of hawkish lranan
siatements - including a renewed
threal 1o closs the Strait and destroy
US bases in the region “within
minutes™ of an ANACK - over the past
week helped thiusl  benchmark
Brent crude ol poces above $100
for the first tme snce June.
lran has rmepeatedty wamed of
reprisals for any lsraeh or US-led
sinke on it nuchear nslallations,
whosa activies @ says aré purely
peacelul bul the West suspects ane
geared to developing tha means o
produce nuciear arms

Mavy gets go-ahead for plan to
dispose of Enterprise reactor
compartments
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BREMERTON — The Nawy
gnnounced Tuesday thal disposing
of the asicrafl camer USS
Enterprisa’s nuchear reacior
compartmants by the same method
it uses for submarines will create no
segnifcant impact

Puget Sound Naval Shipyard and
intermediate Maintenance Faclity
has removed 123 de-fueled reactor
compartments,  pAmanly  from
submarings, The USS Enferpeise
CVM-G5, commissioned in 1961, is
the 6iratl nuckoar-propeled aircraf
carmer. it 5 powered by esgh! small
reactorns (newer camers have two

larger ones)

LIES Eolerprise Sepats
deplogmant March 11, 2007 Tre s
w0l 0 Fod el woan BToot USCS
Ead

Virginia in 2013, where it will be
deactivabed and have s spent fusl
removed. The Navy then will tow it
to PSNS.

Reactor compartmen!  dsposal
would begin in 2018 or 2019 and
take s 0 eight years, according 1o
an anvionmental assessment. The
companments will be barged up the
Columiia River o & desynaled
Mavy tranch al the Hanford nuclear
waite dump. The regt of the ship will
be recycied hare

USCS cover service

| operate the USCS cover sénice
for moembers. You may send up 10
20 stamped and addressed
envelopes, with posl card thickness
filler cards inserted, The USCS
bears the cost of the service o
there & no fee charged. Most covers
are for new cachets donated to
ships and stabons or units. Al bmes,
whin we Can, covers ang senl for
events such as commessionings and
decommisgionings, H you send
Eovers 1of the Lenica, oNe coves will
be included for any event Wa COVer.
Include & post card to ba notifed
when you ane out of covers,
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