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Aggressive Coast Guard push
to build FRCs was rushed, say
auditors

Fegay Momatand Sacsiy Apall 11, 30132 | By Davad

The USCQEC Richasd EY , Im8 sncend
Fasl Reaponss Cullis, alber ils Aug. 18,
2011 fawnch in Boiknger Shipyards in
Leckpor, La, inago: WSEG
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Guard to push its Fast Response
Cutters into construction resulted in
the initial ruen having o undergo
significant rework for  struciural
reasons al an additional cost of $6.9
million, says the Homeland Security
Department office of inspeclor
general. The Coast Guard plans o
acquire 58 FRCs as part of is
engoing recapitalization effort. The
ships, Eke their name implies, are
meant for guick action missions
such as drug interdiction and seanch
and rescus. Among their fealures is
a stern launching ramp that will
allow a small boai to get in and out
of the water without the FRC having
o come 1o a hall. The FRCs are the
first major acquisiion the senice
brought urdar its dirac
managemeant after dismissing he
joint-venture formed by Lockheed
Martin and Northrop Grumman i
hired in 2002 to act as &
recapitalization lead system

integrator.

A new battle looms for
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CAMDEMN, M.J. — The US5 MNew
Jersey BE-62, the mos! decoraled
battleship in U.S. history, is facing

its biggest fight oulside war, to pay
its bills and fend off attempis to
move it from Camden to Morh
Jersay. State officials are reviewing
the finances of the museum ship's
operafor, the Home Porl Allance, as
it stuggles to repay $900,000
remaining on a 31 millkon bank koan
from 2003, The alliance is also
battling efforts by the USS New
Jersey Battleship Foundation to
move the ship to Liberty State Park,
with the Siatue of Libery,
Manhattan skyline, and Ellis Island
as the backdrop. “She's nol going
anywhere,” saikd Philip Rowan, who
ook over last month from  Jim
Schuck as CEOD of the Home Porl
Alliance, “I'l uwsa the line ihal
Charfton Heston used. "Theyll lake
it from my cold, dead hands.” "We
have a contracl with the Nawvy, and
thay're happy with what we're doing
here,” the Camden native sald. Bul
Christopher wvon Swehl, president of
the USS MNew Jersay Battlaship
Foundation, said his nonprofit was
working to ralse 315 milion from
donors to dredge a site al Liberty
State Park and move the ship there,
A park friends group opposes the
plan, citing towrist overcrowding —
the same reason the foundation
cites in choosging the location, The
Home Port Aliance “has had the
ship in the best of limes and warst of
times and couldn make i work,”
said von Zwehl, @ member of the
Uss Mew Jersey Batfleship
Commission thal helped bring the
vassel to the slale in 1808, "The
amount of money needed iz way
over fheir heads.” Home Por
Alliance had received 51.7 milon
from the state in 2010 and 332 500
last year — "nol even one monih's
edectric bill,” Schuck said at the time,
In January, the Delaware River Por
Authority balked at renewing its
guaraniee of the historic site’s loan
for another three years, extending i
instead to mid-April. The DRPA's
inspecior general is now performing
an internal investigation "to make
sure we did what we were supposed
to do when we guarantoed the loan,”
agency spokesman Tim  [refand
said. °if the guarantee was nol
extended, here was the likefihood
that the bank would call in the loan

and we'd have to pay,” he said.
“We're not there yel ... On
Wednesday, Rodney Sadler, who
rens the Wigging Park Marna and
who has fong been inwvolved in
economic-development  efforts  in
Camden, was named chairman of
the board of trustees of the Home
Port  Alllance, replacing Jobn
Malheussan, wiwa will remain on the
board while contining as DRPA
chief executive officer. The Home
Port Alllance hasn't regisiered as a
charity with the New Jersay Division
of Consumer Affairs in recent years,
and its siatus is being reviewed for
compliance by the state Office of
Consumer Protection enforcement
gaction. “We have the authority 1o
imrestigate the charily's aclivilies
thoroughly and are currently doing
just thal,” Calharne McLaughln,
supervising investigator in  the
agency's  charities  registration
saction, said in & Febroary letter
The M.J. Attorney Gaenaral's Office
also is reviewing concems aboul the
financial fies batwesasn tha ship and
DRFA that wom Zwehl raised in
letters late lasl year to Gov. Christie
and others, “Please be advised that
since taking office, this
administration has been closely
monitoring the minutes of  all
authorities, including the DRPA, and
their aclions regarding the use of
faxpayer dollars and revenue
expenditures,” Richard Bagger,
Christie’s chief of staff, responded o
von Zwehl, refeming the issua o
then-state Attormey General Paula
Dow., | can confirm that the
concems raised by Mr. von Zwehl
were referred to us and direcled o
tha appropriale people here for
review,” said Peter Aselline, a
spokesman  for  the  Alomey
General's Office. "It will cost $8
million for redecking with teak,”
Rowan said. “Teak is expensive and
hard to get. We would also like to
paini tha hull,” ha said.

Edtors nole: The real baths is money. Home
Por Altance is feporisd io ba in debl oo
abactricby along in the area of $500,000, These
e hard times Sor any group rasing fsnds for a
isbicric ship. Maks G wonded il the offos o
il 55 Linded Siahes will be puccesahi Also,
cormider tha plight of the IS5 Olyrmpda poross
river from BEMNJ, the Seaport Mussum
B irying 16 cul hér Sose dus e The
pensed of upkasg
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Check out the naval tems on eBay. Proceeds go to Decatur Chapter. Seller; CGOOYERGUY

Informatson published hore is nod guaraitosd.

Wisil the Universad Ship Cancellation Society web Sie al: wiw i uscs. ong'



