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Mid-September 2011 complicated because Rt is the
Deposit Balance § beginning of the winter storm month,

according o Roberd Kent of the lowa
USS lowa donation = Mawvy

nressuned to make a decision

Dfficial pressure mounted ower the
weekend for the US. MNawy 1o
expedite its announcement on
donating the Uss fowa.
Exprassing concems aboul the
timing of towing the battleship
before the stormy winter months
amve, several House members
have urged Secrefary of the Navy
Ray Mabus to decide quickly which
suibor will be home to the icon.
Monprofit groups in both  Los
Angeles and Vallejo have submitied
applications that have been under
review by the Navy for several
manths. U.S. Rep. Tom Latham, D-
lowa, mentioned in an Aug. 26 letter
to Mabus that the MNawy Ship
Donation Office had made a formal
recommendation to begin the
process. Bul Mabus stll must sign
off on the recommendation - and
there 5 no word on whal the
recommendation will be.
Lantham wrote to Mabus in his
letter, also signed by lowa Reps.
Leonard Boswell, Steve King, Dave
Loebsack, Bruce Braley and U5,
Sens. Charles Grassley and Tom
Harkin. "If the USS lowa cannol be
moved before the winter months
taka hold, the battleship would sil
and require the labor-intensive and
costly act of dredging before towing
lo its final resting place can
commence.” lowa Gov. Temry
Branstad recently signed off on an
appropriation commiting $3 million
o the refurbishment of the ship,
wherever it ends up, Thal apparently
has baén a key decision the Navy
has been awailing.
The ship, now silting with the Navy's
ghost fieel in the shallow' Suisun
Bay in Morthern California, needs to
be fowed oul of storage during a
high tide, which will accur af the end
of September and again at the end
of October.
But the Oclober time frame is

Class Preservation Ammanm _

The window is close to closing fo
make the prainmad Seplembar
deadling, said.
mﬁwmmmm
“Juice® Sept 18 by Josh  Hafner
After yea ﬂ'm:mmﬂw
mwﬂnr widk dacibad
to donate the lowa fo the Padfc
Batleship Cenler. With that approval
cama %2 million of seed money thal stale
lawmakers In Iuwaapprnuudh ne 20,
the nex-to-last day of the legistative
session, as pant ol @ major
approprations  bill  including  state
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Navy Christens Joint High Speed
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The Mavy chrisiened the joint
high speed wvessel [JHSV)
Spearhead on Sept. 17, at 10 a.m.
CDT in Mobile, Ala. Sen. Jeff
Sessions of Alabama delivered the
commissioning ceremany’s principal
address. Retired Ammy Chief
Wamant Officer Kenneth Wahiman,
serveed as the ship's sponsor. His
daughier Catherine, a staff sergeant
in the Army Reserve Officer Training
Comps at Virginia Tech University,

will assist her father in  the
christening. The 338 foot-long
aluminum catamaran is being
construcied by Austal USA in
Maobile, Ala. Spearhead and the nine
other JHSVs under contract allow
intra-theater transporiation of froops,
military vehicles, supples and
equipment. They are capable of
transporting 800 shord tons 1,200
nautical miles al an average spaed
of 35 knots and can operate n
shallow-draft poris and waterways,
providing L5, forces added miobiliy
and fexibiity. Joint high speed
vessals” aviation fligh! decks can
support day and night air wehicke
launch and recovery operafions.
This platform can berh up lo 146
personnel and provides airine-style
seating for up to 312, Initially, four
JHEV vessels were slated for the U
S Army and four to the U S Navy.
The first was fo be USAS
Spearhead but the project was
switched to the Nawvy recently. The
Army named the first vessel before
the change, but the Mavy can name
the remainder of the vessels, Upon
delivery to the U.S. Navy's Military
Sealift Command (MSC),
Spearhead will be designated as a
United States naval ship,

A.:q:ﬂ-llﬁnn Update: Enntm:i
Awarded for Production of Fifth
Mational Security Cutter

The U.S. Coasl Guard Ioday
awarded a fiwed-price incenthe
conkract actian valued al
approximately 3482 millon fo
Huntinglon Ingalls Indusides for the
production of the fifth Mational
Becurity Cutter (NSC).
The contract award for production
and delivery of the fifth NSC is an
important step forward in the Coast
Guard's efforts o recapitalize its
aging surface fleet,” said Rear Adm.
Bruce Baffer, the Coast Guard
Acquisition Directorate’s program
executive officer. “The NSC s
desperalely needed to replace the
service's  40-year old High
Endurance Cutters and to be able to
parfarm today's challenging
homeland secunty missions.”
Editors Note: Cutter will be named
USS JAMES WMSL-T54,

Check out the naval items on ¢Bay, Proceeds go 1o Decatur Chapter. Seller: CGCOVERGUY
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