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Seals speak out: How we
killed Bert' Laden
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US MAVY Seals have revealed for the
first time that they kiled Csama bin
Laden within 90 seconds of eniering
his forress-like home in  Pakistan,
Tha men who killed the al-Oeeda chief
have decded to speak oul becawsa
they are ftired of their “shabby
treatment” by politicians who claim
thay ware on a “kill misskon®
They nsisted thers was no lengthy
gun-fight in the compound and
claimsd thay would have caplured Bin
Laden H he had surendered, The
Sunday Times in the UK repons
{behind a paywall), They wene not on
a "Eill mssion™, thay said, and fired
only 12 bulleis in the aniire aperation
The details of the raid, which was
codenamed Operation  Meptuna's
Spear, ang revealed in a book by the
Seals’ former commander, Chuck
Plarrer. "I've been a Seal for 30 years
and | never heard the words kil
mission’. Ifs a fentasy ward, If il was a
il mission you don't need Seal Team
B; you need a box of hand grenades.”
Ha said the men were angry with
Presiden! Barack Obama for
announcing Bin Laden's death on TV
jusi howrs after they completed the
massion on May 1 “There Ba' a
politicain in the workd who could resist
frying fo take credit for geting Bin
Laden bui it devalued the ‘intel and
gave time for every other Al-Qaeda
kedder 1o scurmy to another bolthole ®
he said. “The men who did this and
thair valorowus act desenve batler. it's &
predty shabby way o ireal these guys.”
Plarrar's books atso reveals that the
Seals’ nickname for Bin Laden and his
depuly Ayman al-Zawahiri were Beri
and Ernia, afler the two Muppats in
Sesame Street (Bin laden was tall and
skinny like Berl and al-Zawahir was
shor like Ermie). When they were first

lold they were going to Pakistan fo
pick up & high-value person who was
holed up in high-walled compound,
they asked: “So is this Bert or Ermie™"
Plarmer said the squad's nicknama was
Jedi. His account of the mission
makes for temifying reading. Here is
an extract from The Sunday Times
report, detaiing the death of Bin
Laden; Bin Laden's bedroom was
along & shoe hall. The door openad,
he popped out and then slammed the
door shut “Geronimo, Geronimo,
Garomimo,” radioed ome  Seal
meaning “eyes on targel”, Two Seals
kicked in Bin Laden's door. The room,
they later recalled, “smell ke old
ciothing, like a gues! bedroom In &
grandmother's house”, Inside was tha
al-Qaeda leader and his youngest
wife, Amal, who was screaming as he
pushed her in front of hm
“Ma, no, don'l do this!® she shouled as
heer husband reached Bcnoss the Keng-
siza bed for his AK-AT assaull nifle
The Seals reacted instantly, firing in
the same second. One round thudded
nto the matiress. The ofhar, aimad at
Bin Laden's head, grazed Amal in the
calf. As his hand reached for tha gun,
they each fired again. one shot hit his
brgasibone, the other his shull, killing
him instanty and blowing out the back
of his haad.

New Coast Guard Cutler visits
Annapolis

Vot gl b 1. 2217 by hia® [hmaifeiety

Range Prosacutor runabout with the
stern of the USCGC Station and
drove it inside the vessels 418-foot
hull, "It's wary nerve-racking,” the 14-
year Coast Guard veteran admithed
“But it just takes a litlle bit of practice
A litthe bit of skill” Among yesterday's
visitors: Aemy Gen. Mariin Dempaey,
the newly appounted chaiffman of tha
Joint Chiefs of 5taff, and Adm. Roben
J. Papp Jr., the commandant of the
.S, Coast Guard. The Stration, which
will b Stationed in Alameda, Calif | is
the third of eight planned Legend-
class cutters fo take 1o the water. Tha
first two, the Berholl and the
Wasasche, wara commissionsad in 2008
and 2010 respeciively and are already
patrodling the Pacific Ocean, The
Stralton is equipped with an MK110
STmm gun, a8 20mm Close In Weapon
System capable of tangating incoming
missiles and surface vessels, and four
S0-calber machine guns. B also can
carry bwo MH-E0T medium-range
recowvery halicoplars and three 23-fool
Sho Range Proseculor ngid-hull
inflatables - two in the stem and one in
a starboard dawil. “This thing is a
Cadillac comparad to a 378" Banggio
smd The Legend-class cubiers will all
be named for “legends” of the Coast
Guard, officials said The Stration is
named for Capt. Dosothy Siration, the
founder of the Coast Guard's women's
reserve program during VWorsd VWar 11
Whether or nol any of the new cutiens
will evelr see action In the Atantc
Ocean is still an open question, The
plan, Papp said, s for afl eight o be
stationed on the West Coast He s
howaivar, considering keeping two of
themn on the East Coasl “There is il
a need for (large wessels) on the East
Coast.” he sax

of s size, the mnawﬂr wiould have
basery im But yesterday Petty
Officer 1st Class Marika Benggio

easily lined up her 23-foot Short

Pearl Harbor anniversary postmark
revised
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Cur onginal artwork for the postmark
read Pearl Harbor, HI 96820 but we
were Fskid 1o changa the city and zip
by the USPS in Honolulu Above
shows the final wersion submétted. You
can send covers up io January 7 for
the cancel,

Check out the naval itlems on cBay. Proceeds go 1o Decatur Chapter. Seller; CGCOVERGUY
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