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During 1960 and 1961, USS AMPHION used multiple slogans in the killer bars
of her type 2 cancels. AMPHION was one of a few US Navy ships to use slogans after
1950. This uncommon usage came to being by the encouragement of her commanding
officer, Captain Herbert F. Rommel, Jr. With his guidance, various ports of call and
appropriate sayings were used. His discussion of AMPHION’s cancels in the Universal
Ship Cancellation Society’s The Log (July 1961) is attached.

The most common slogans found are “NAVY DAY” for covers commemorating
27 October 1960, and “FLEXIBLE FORCE FOR FREEDOM?” which was used to
cancel covers for AMPHION’s fifteenth commissioning anniversary, 30 January 1961.
These two slogans were used on many covers, only for the mentioned occasions, and are
relatively easy to find. The ports of call slogans are harder to come across. “NAVAL
BASE NORFOLK VA.”is the most common of these since she spent more time there
than in any of the others; Norfolk was her home port..

An explanation of the cancels and the accompanying chart:

The Locy system of naval cancellation devices uses many cancel device type
classifications. The USS AMPHION used Type 2 devices for her slogans. As Type 2
devices have four killer bars, there are three spaces between where wordage can be
installed. On AMPHION, rubber-stamp strips were ordered which had the wording on
them. These strips were glued in between the bars when used. There was a slight
elevation difference between the bars and the words as can be noted by the fact the bars
do not show clearly on many of the covers cancelled.

When listing the “Slogan Used”, the use of “/ “ designates the splits of the words
between different bar spaces. The use of “-XX- “ designates a blank space — no
wordage was installed.

Two cancel devices were used: a Type 2 and a Type 2(n).
The “Known Dates of Use” category show dates of each cancel known to this

writer. It is assumed that other dates can exist for the ports of call and “At Sea”,
especially for those with two dates lists.
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SLOGAN USED CANCEL
TYPE
-XX- / AT SEA / -XX- T-2
-XX- / AT SEA / -XX- T-2(n)
FLEXIBLE / FORCE FOR / FREEDOM T-2
GTMO BAY / CUBA
HAMPTON / ROADS, VA. / -XX- T-2(n)
KINGSTON / JAMAICA / -XX- T-2
NAVAL BASE / NORFOLK / VA. T-2
NAVAL BASE / NORFOLK / VA, T-2(n)
NAVAL / SHIPYARD / PORTSMOUTH T-2(n)
NAVY / DAY / -XX- T-2(n)
-XX- / NEWPORT / R.L T-2
PORT / EVERGLADES / FLORIDA T-2(n)
SAN JUAN, / P.R. / -XX- T-2

Were *-XX-” is printed above, no wording was placed in that bar area.

2 October 2007

KNOWN

DATES OF USE

30 JUL 1960

16 Nov 1960
26 Mar 1961

30 JAN 1961

17 NOV 1960

28 MAR 1961
7 APR 1961

25 OCT 1960
20 APR 1961

18 NOV 1960
7 DEC 1960

30 DEC 1960

27 OCT 1960

18 AUG 1960

14 NOV 1960

7 APR 1961
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Ceptain Y. F. Rommel USK
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